
Factsheet: Branding workshops. 

I provide innovative workshops helping children to explore skills and
techniques. Workshops take place outside at schools, woodlands and
community spaces.

Branding is a brilliant way of producing signs and lettering for use in playgrounds and outdoor spaces. 
It creates attractive and durable signs made by the children.

I use a forge which if fueled with lumpwood charcoal. The forge needs air, so the children operate a 
bellows to keep it hot. The brands are an alphabet of metal letters on long rods which are heated in the 
forge. I then assist the children to place them on the timber, and each letter is burned into the wood.

Interactive activities for the children

• Working the bellows: I use an old fashioned 
type of bellows which requires practice and 
dexterity.

• Fueling the fire: adding charcoal with a small
shovel

• Choosing letters: surprisingly difficult but 
can induce a discussion about symmetry! 

• Branding the sign, or whatever we are 
making

• I also like, where time permits, to send each 
child home with their own initial branded 
on a small piece of wood.

• Sometimes we have time to produce some 
drawing charcoal in the forge using a biscuit
tin and willow.

Typical learning outcomes

• I discuss the production of charcoal: coppice
woodland management, onsite charcoal 
burning, uses of charcoal old and new. 

• Fire: the essentials of fire, fuel, heat and air. 
What makes fire hot, how we make fire 
hotter.

• Health and safety around fires.
• Origins of branding.  We think of brands as 

names and logs of companies, but the 
origins are in farmers stamping ownership 
of animals.  Hot metal shapes were used to 
mark and identify animals, and the shapes 
and letters used became known locally as 
the farmers brand.  This idea was taken on 
by other companies in the form of printed 
and pained logos... 

This workshop is tailored to groups of children aged 7 and upwards, Key stage 2 in schools. I am fully 
insured and can provide risk assessments. I require the presence of a teacher or group leader 
throughout the activity. This activity is subject to my standard terms, conditions and risk assessments, 
all available on my website: www.julianangus.com .
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